UNISON PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release:  Thursday 23 March 2006

STATEMENT FROM LILY KERR, HEAD OF BARGAINING AND REPRESENTATION, UNISON N IRELAND

SOUTH EASTERN EDUCATION AND LIBRARY BOARD

Lily Kerr, UNISON will urge the South Eastern Education and Library Board at their reconvened meeting this morning at 10.00 a.m. not to implement the package of cuts placed before them.  

Lily Kerr said “the proposed package of cuts will devastate services within the Board area and will cause hardship to some of the most vulnerable children within the Board’s care”.  She further urged the Board not to be threatened or mislead by the Secretary of State’s comments that ‘not to agree a budget’ would mean children going without dinners and dinner ladies going without pay.  

“If the Board implements these cuts then children will most certainly go without school meals and dinner ladies and other grades of staff will have no jobs to go to”.  

South Eastern Education and Library Board members should follow the example of the Belfast Education and Library Board and stand up for the children.

END STATEMENT

For further information please contact Lily Kerr on 028 90 770813 or mobile 07879 408935
