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	UNION ACTION OVER PLANNED PENSION CUTS

	

	For immediate release: 27 March 2006

	

	Public sector workers in the North West will be joining colleagues from 11 unions throughout the UK in taking strike action tomorrow Tuesday March 28 to defend their pension rights. The Government is seeking to restrict the right of workers who are members of the local government pension scheme to retire at the age of 60. Where the Government has proposed changes to other pension schemes for civil servants, fire service, teachers, the armed forces, the health service, it has been prepared to protect the rights of existing scheme members and propose changes for new entrants into the scheme. Speaking on Monday, David Murray, Regional Officer from UNISON said “Tomorrow promises to be the biggest strike ever seen in the United Kingdom. The issue now is one of fairness for members of the local government pension scheme. When the Government has proposed changes for other public sector workers, it has been prepared to protect the rights of existing scheme members, but they are insisting on pushing these changes through. All we are asking for at the moment is to be dealt with fairly as the Government has with other public sector workers over the pensions issue. I would have thought that the Government has enough problems on its plate at the moment without picking a fight with such a large group of workers.” 

	

	END OF STATEMENT
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NOTE TO EDITORS

UNISON’s main picket will be at Magee Main Campus from 8am onwards. Lunch time rallies are being held at Derry Guild Hall, Enniskillen Main Street, Omagh town centre, all starting at 1pm.




