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	PRESS STATEMENT FROM UNISON, TRANSPORT AND GENERAL WORKERS UNION AND NIPSA

	

	For immediate release 

	

	Three unions who have members in the local government pensions scheme will be taking strike action next Tuesday in a bid to protect their pension rights. The Government is seeking to restrict the right of pension scheme members to retire on a full pension at the age of 60. Under the Government plans, everybody will have to work until the age of 65 in future.

The unions accept that there is a difficulty with pension schemes, as people are now generally living longer. However, many pensioners do not live much beyond the age of 65, and many pensioners retire on fairly small pensions – about £3,500 per year on this scheme would not be unusual.

There is a general agreement that the scheme may have to be changed for new recruits. However, in similar situations, the Government has protected the rights of existing pension scheme members in the civil service, the armed forces, the police, teachers and firefighters. Services that will be disrupted on the day of action in the Derry area will be the City Council, the Probation Service, schools, North West Institute for Further and Higher Education and the Housing Executive.
On behalf, of the trade unions, David Murray, Regional Officer for UNISON, said: "This dispute is about fairness. We accept that the scheme will probably have to change in the future, but it's grossly unfair to reduce the terms of the pension scheme for existing members. The Government has protected the existing schemes for all other public sector workers. Why are they treating members of the local government scheme differently?" 

Gareth Scott, Regional Industrial Organiser for the TGWU said "The average pension for a council worker is less than £4,000 a year and for women it is only £31 a week, yet the employers at a national level want to cut that back. We say that is wrong. The employers and government know a settlement can be found so why do the employers keep moving the goalposts and why is the government letting them?"  

In the Derry area, the strike will affect services in Derry City Council, the Housing Executive, schools and library services, North West Institute for Further and Higher Education and the University of Ulster. The trade unions will be holding a joint rally outside the Guildhall in Derry on Tuesday, 28 March at 1p.m.
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	For further information please contact:

David Murray, UNISON, 07818 000483

Gareth Scott, TGWU 07764 292005
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