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The Open University

PRE REGISTRATION NURSING PROGRAMME

The Numeracy Standard for Entry to the Programme

Minimum Requirement

The minimum numeracy standard for entry to the Programme is Key Skills Level 2 in application of number.

Certificates Equivalent to the Minimum Requirement

Listed below are a range of certificates which are considered by the OU to be equivalent to a GCSE grade C or above in mathematics.

The GCE O level, AO and OA qualifications must be pass grades (normally A, B or C but these may differ according to year examination taken).  CSE must be at grade 1 and CEE at grades I, II or III.

This list is a guide only and not exhaustive.

	Any UK Board:
	GCSE (international) in Mathematics, Science, Physics or Chemistry

GCE O level in mathematics (including ‘O’ in SCE)

CSE mathematics

CEE in mathematics

O level or AO level in additional mathematics

A level (or O level achieved at A level sitting) in mathematics or in any A level subject with mathematics in its title

A level statistics (but not an O level pass achieved at A level sitting)

AS in mathematics

AO Statistics, Additional Statistics or Pure Mathematics with Statistics

	
	

	
	GCSEs (Grades A-C) which incorporate a numeracy component at key Skills level 2:

Business Studies

Economics



	
	


	AEB (now AQA):
	O level in Commercial Mathematics, General Mathematics, Modern Mathematics, Technical Mathematics, Technical (Building) Mathematics

	
	

	London:
	AO level in Applicable Mathematics, Mathematics and Theoretical Mechanics, Pure Mathematics and Probability

	
	

	SEG:
	GCSE Mathematical Studies

	
	

	O & C:
	O level in General Mathematics; AO level in Mathematics for Biology



	JMB/NEAB (now AQA):
	O level in Commercial Mathematics; AO level in Mathematical Studies

	
	

	SUB:
	O level in Commercial Mathematics and Statistics

	
	

	SEB:
	Until 1985, C or better on the ordinary grade of the Scottish Certificate of education,  In or after 1986, grade 3 or better on the standard grade of the Scottish certificate of Education Higher grade mathematics; C or better in Certificate of Sixth Year Studies Mathematics

	
	

	Irish Republic Awards: 
	Leaving Certificate in mathematics in or after 1975, grade A, B or C ‘Ordinary’ and grade D or above ‘Honours’

	
	

	European Baccalaureate:
	Mathematics

	
	

	International Baccalaureate:
	Higher or subsidiary level in mathematics, grade 4 or better

	
	

	ONC/D
	Science, mathematics or technology. Acceptable in principle but the pattern should be scrutinised to ascertain equivalence

	
	

	BTEC/TEC/BEC:
	Higher National Certificate or Diploma Award in mathematics; any National Certificate or National Diploma award incorporating a Pass (Merit or Distinction) in mathematics Level 1 or Higher Level; a Technician Studies Certificate incorporating a Pass (Merit or Distinction) in mathematics Level 1. (The actual content and combination of the modules studied may also determine whether or not a qualification is considered to be equivalent) 

	
	

	BEC/TEC:
	Higher National Certificate or Diploma Award in mathematics, statistics and computing; or in computing


	
	

	Open University
	Open University undergraduate courses prefixed with the letter M or T are acceptable as replacement for GCSE level Maths

	
	

	Vocational Qualifications
	National Vocational Qualification level 2 or above including a numeracy component

Scottish Vocational Qualification level 2 or above including a numeracy component

Access course accredited by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education

	
	

	Other
	Completion of a cadet scheme that includes achievement of numeracy equivalent to key skills level 2 in application of number

	
	

	OCNW, C&G, NOCN, NCFE, AQA, ASDAN, EDI/GOAL, EDEXCEL, OCR
	Level 2 certificate in Adult Numeracy

Level 2 certificate in Adult Learner Support (Literacy, Numeracy, ESOL)


The Literacy Standard for Entry to the Programme

Minimum Requirement

The minimum literacy standard for entry to the Programme is Key Skills Level 2 in communication.

Certificates Equivalent to the Minimum Requirement
Listed below are a range of certificates which are considered by the OU to be equivalent to a GCSE grade C or above in English Language or literacy.

The GCE O level, AO and OA qualifications must be pass grades (normally A, B or C but these may differ according to year examination taken).  CSE must be at grade 1 and CEE at grades I, II or III.

This list is a guide only and not exhaustive.

	Any UK Board: 
	GCSE (international) in English, English Literature, English language or History

	
	GCE O level in English language (including O in SCE) 

	
	CSE in English, English language or English studies 

	
	CEE in English 

	
	A level/AS in English language 

	
	A level/AS in English literature (but not an O level pass achieved at A level sitting)

	
	

	
	GCSEs (Grades A-C) which incorporate a literacy component at key Skills level 2:

Business Studies

Economics

Geography

Health and Social Care

Applied Science Double Award

Drama

Religious Education

Home Economics (Child Development)

Biology

Physics

Chemistry

	
	

	AEB (now AQA):  
	OA level in English language (Professional and Business Use); A level in English language and literature

	
	

	JMB/NEAB (now AQA):  
	OA level in Additional English; University Entrance Test in English for Speakers of Other Languages; O level in humanities


	
	

	SEB: 
	Until 1985, C or better on the ordinary grade of the Scottish Certificate of Education. In or after 1986, grade 3 or better on the standard grade of the Scottish Certificate of Education. Higher grade English; C or better in Certificate of Sixth Year studies English

	
	

	Irish Republic Awards:  
	Leaving Certificate in English language in or after 1975, grade A, B or C ‘Ordinary’ and grade D or above ‘Honours’

	
	

	European Baccalaureate: 
	English as a mother tongue or EFL pass 

	
	

	International Baccalaureate: 
	Higher or subsidiary level in English language, grade 4 or better 

	
	

	BTEC:  
	Any First, National or Higher National Certificate or Diploma in English

	
	

	Open University:  
	Open University undergraduate courses prefixed with the letter A or D are acceptable as replacement for GCSE level English.

Successful completion of K*100 at the end of the first year of study

	
	

	University of London 
	Certificate of Attainment in English; levels 4-6 

	Examinations and Assessment Council:
	

	
	

	RSA: 
	Stage III (Advanced) in English 

	University of Cambridge English for Speakers of Other Languages:
	Certificate of Proficiency in English; Certificate in Advanced English; Business English Certificate (Higher); Certificates of English Language Skills (Higher); International English Language Testing System (IELTS) (Band Score 6 or above)

	
	

	Vocational Qualifications
	National Vocational Qualification level 2 or above including a literacy component

Scottish Vocational Qualification level 2 or above including a literacy component

Access course accredited by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education

	
	

	Other
	Completion of a cadet scheme that includes achievement of literacy equivalent to key skills level 2 in communication

	
	

	NCFE, AQA, ASDAN, EDI/GOAL, OCNW, EDEXCEL, C&G, NOCN
	Level 2 certificate in Adult Literacy

Level 2 certificate in Adult Learner Support (literacy Numeracy, ESOL)
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