…………………………………….

…………………………………….

…………………………………….

…………………………………….

9th May 2006

………………………..MLA

NI Assembly 

Parliament Buildings, 

Stormont 

Belfast BT4 3XX

Dear …………………….. MLA

As a constituent, I am asking you to support the full restoration of devolved institutions and to play your role in forming an Executive on 15th May.  Without a return to devolution, Northern Ireland will remain the testing ground for failed policies on health, education, public services and the economy.

Direct Rule Ministers continue to cover the functions of Government with multiple, part time portfolios. The Northern Ireland Civil Service at senior level is once again operating as the ‘real Government’ and the Treasury is dictating our future. 

The people of NI are not afforded a genuine opportunity to influence the agenda and are suffering as a consequence.

For example:

· The ongoing funding crisis in education will impact on children for years to come. It is seriously damaging key services to them and their families and is wrecking the jobs and lives of dedicated education workers. We need our politicians to act now.
· The health service is in crisis. Long years of under-investment are coming home to roost. Health inequalities on all the recognised dimensions are significant and getting worse. It is failing to produce the outcomes needed for a modern and inclusive society – despite health workers doing their best. The recent draft Order in Council to establish new structures is the imposition of a failing English NHS model. It is a Charter to privatise. It has not been subject to public consultation, political accountability orthe democratic will of the people. We need our politicians to act now.
· Twenty percent of the Budget for Northern Ireland is now controlled by the Strategic Investment Board – a company. This company is now deciding where and how our roads, schools and hospitals will be built. Its preferred option for funding the development is PFI. Its preferred option for service delivery is privatisation. We need our politicians to act now.
· We know only too well that it is impossible to achieve a dynamic, forward moving economy without world-class public services. The Review of Public Administration was meant to be a visionary reform of public services focusing on the best delivery for the people. It has instead become a radical cost-cutting exercise with profound consequences for the socio-economic future of many local communities and businesses. We need our politicians to act now.
· It is impossible to achieve an inclusive society without a strong policy of targeting social need designed top tackle the disturbing levels of poverty in our society. Currently four out of 10 children here live in poverty. This policy is being dismantled. We need our politicians to act now.
· Building equality of opportunity and good relations are not mutually exclusive. Any attempt to build good relations, without placing them on a solid bedrock of equality and human rights, means that instead they are built on shifting sand. The equality agenda is also fundamental to sound economic progress. It is under attack. We need our politicians to act now.
· Racism now has a firm foothold in our society. Ordinary disillusioned working class people are being targeted by the fascist BNP which now claims a branch in Northern Ireland and has been seeking to actively recruit in our communities. This should cause alarm for all of us. It happens in a political vacuum. We need our politicians to act now.
· You already know the other problems the people face on water, sewerage and rates; on a whole range of social policy issues and on other key problems such as the 27% of our population classed as economically inactive.  We need our politicians to act now.
Yours sincerely

………………………………….

