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UNISON




Is Sponsoring A Limited Number of Places on the Open University 
Foundations for Social Work Practice (KYJ113)

Application and information packs available from UNISON   028 90270190
or from the UNISON web site: www.ulearnni.org
Applications must be returned by 
Monday 15th December 2008 
If you would like information on the course contact 
Fidelma Carolan, UNISON 

07796675826  f.carolan@unison.co.uk or 
www.ulearnni.org 
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Dear Member 
Thank you for your interest in applying for the Open University KYJ113 Foundations for Social Work Practice course 
We had originally intended on offering this in partnership with one of the Trusts, but they were not able to facilitate it at this time.  UNISON is now offering this opportunity to members more generally. 

In order to be eligible to be considered for a place you must meet the following criteria.
 -   be a UNISON member 
· be working in a social care environment  (public, private or non profit) 
· present evidence of completion of a course lasting at least 4 months
· be prepared to attend four Saturday tutorials in Belfast 
UNISON can only support a limited number of places and interviews may be used to select candidates. 
Please read the Frequently Asked Questions section to ensure that this is the right course for you and that you can meet the assessment requirements.  

Please complete and return the enclosed application form, the Open University form and the Trust study release form. If you have questions about eligibility, please contact Fidelma Carolan 077966 75826 or f.carolan@unison.co.uk 
All application forms and documentation must be returned by Monday 15th December. 

Further information on the course can also be found at UNISON’s learning website 
www.ulearnni.org and at the Open University’s website  www.open.ac.uk 

KYJ113 Foundations for Social work Practice 

 Information for Managers
What is the course about?

This is an exciting Open University course which UNISON is sponsoring places for.  It will be of interest to social work assistants and residential and day care staff who already hold an NVQ 3 or similar qualification.  It introduces students to social work standards and codes of practice and uses case studies with children, older people, mental health communities, disabled children and people with learning disabilities to help them apply their learning to the context of practice. The course has won awards for its excellence in teaching and learning and will help students to develop knowledge of social work practice and skills in information and communication technologies (ICT).

Course Duration
The course runs from February – October 2009.
There are four face to face tutorials as well as online tutorials  

To pass the course, students must complete:

· 7 essays

· 3 ICT assignments

· an end-of-course assessment

· a period of 20 days preparation for practice, verified by their line manager.
Line managers must be prepared to sign documentation to verify that the candidate has worked for 20 days in a social care environment.  
As this is a first year university level programme, students will be expected to do between 14-20 hours per week of personal study.    
Course Award

The course awards 60 credits towards an Open University degree

UNISON & Open University 
KYJ113 Foundations for Social Work Practice - FAQ
UNISON is committed to promoting opportunities for development and progression for members.   UNISON is directly funding places on this course as well as working in partnership with the Open University (OU) to fund some places through a grant scheme (course fee is normally £925).  
What is the course about?

KYJ113 will help students develop key social work skills such as empathy, interviewing, gathering information, partnership working and advocacy.   The course encourages the application of theoretical learning and reflection on practice.  It also develops ICT skills.  Registration onto this course does not lead to automatic entry to a social work degree.  However, it is accepted by QUB and UU – in combination with K100 (or K101) - as an entry qualification in lieu of ‘A’ levels.  It also contributes 60 CATS points to an Honours degree in Health and Social Care with The Open University.
There are eight modules.  Modules 1 and 2 explore the social work context and the roles and relationships therein.  Modules 3 to 7 are case study based, providing examples of work with a range of service users including children, older people, people with learning difficulty and people with mental health difficulties.  Module 8 draws together the key themes and focuses on applying learning to the student’s own practice context.  The curriculum is underpinned by a multi-disciplinary approach to both professional learning and continuing personal development, with a focus on the service user.
Where can it lead?

KYJ113 contributes 60 points to a BA in Health & Social Care, BA in Childhood & Youth Studies or BA in Social Policy.   (An Honours degree is worth 360 points so this course represents one-sixth of an Honours degree).  UNISON is lobbying to achieve recognition for the OU Social Work degree in Northern Ireland, though there is no timescale on when or if these routes may be available in the future.  In the meantime completion of KYJ113 may help you gain a place on one of the full time Social Work programmes currently offered in NI.   QUB and UU will accept 120 points, so you would still require a further 60 points from a course such as K100/ K101 as well as GCSE/O Level English and Maths to meet their entry requirements. 
How long does it last?

It will run from February 2009 – October 2009.  There will be 8 four hour tutorials over that time, with additional on-line tutorials and ad hoc support from your tutor by email and/or phone.    The tutorials will take place on a Saturday in Belfast.  
Will I get release?

No, we had hoped to run this in partnership with one of the Trusts, but it did not work out this time.  This means that there is no negotiated study time.  However, as a Trust employee you can negotiate time with your own line manager.   
How much work will there be?

This is a university level course and requires a high level of personal commitment.  In addition to attending the tutorials, you must complete seven essays, three ICT tasks and an end of course assessment.  The OU recommends that around 14 - 20 hours of personal home study per week will be required.  Part of the tuition is delivered online, so you need access to a computer and the internet.  
Will I get paid more?

No, as this is an academic course, it will not change what you do within your job, though feedback from past participants has been very positive in terms of improving personal practice.  It may also open up opportunities to progress within your job, or to a different job, which may result in increased pay.

What if my household income is more than outlined in the scales below?

UNISON is directly funding a limited number of places and will also access grant funding where applicants meet the household income criteria.  
Do I have to be working in Social Care to do this course? 

Yes, you need to have opportunities to apply learning and to reflect on practice.  You also need to have 20 days of relevant practice endorsed by a practitioner with line management responsibilities.     

UNISON Household Income* Scale

The calculations are based on the earnings of you or you and your partner (regardless of marital status).  If you have dependent children under 18 years, the threshold increases.  The calculations do not include the earnings of other people living in your house, such as parents, siblings, lodgers.    We require copies of P60 to verify income.  All those who are selected and fall within the income levels below will qualify for funding to cover the course fee £925 as well as a grant towards books and travel.  If you earn somewhat more than the scales indicate, you may still qualify for a partial grant.  
Single person: 

With no children  
- earnings up to £19,500
With one child      
- earnings up to £21,500

With two children 
- earnings up to £23,000
With three children 
- earnings up to £24,000

Married person or living with partner:

With no children 
- household income up to £22,000
With one child

- household income up to £23,500

With two children
- household income up to £25,000

With three children
- household income up to £26,000

If your household is in receipt of Disability Living Allowance, Attendance Allowance, Industrial Injuries Benefit, Child Benefit, Working or Child Tax Credits – you do not include these as part of any household income.  

* Household income is any income earned by you and your partner before tax – found on your P60 or your payslip from March 2008 

KYJ113 Foundations for Social Work Practice 
Application Form

	Name:


	Contact phone number:

	E-mail address:



	Employer 

	Job title
	Ward/Dept

	Line Manager:


	Work phone no/bleep

	Do you think you may qualify for the UNISON accessed grant?   If so, please complete the following information

Total household income per annum:  £
(Please use information from last  P60 form – (March 2008)




	Are you a member of UNISON?
UNISON funding is only available to members


	Yes
	No

	Please outline courses (of over 4 months duration) completed since leaving school and the year completed? e.g. NVQ, Return to Learn 




[image: image2]

Applicants Signature _________________________________
_______   Date ______________

Please return this form along with the Open University form 
by Monday 15th December 2008 to
Fidelma Carolan
Lifelong Learning Manager
UNISON

Galway House

165 York St

Belfast

BT15 5AL
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	UNISON Applicant 
KYJ113 


Open university - YOUR APPLICATION TO STUDY

Please write clearly using black ink and capital letters. 
	
	Your personal details
	

	1
	Surname/family name
	2
	First names in full
	

	
	     
	
	     
	

	3
	Title (for example, Mr, Ms, Dr and so on)
	Male or female

	
	     
	
	Male  FORMCHECKBOX 
      Female  FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	4
	Date of birth (day, month, year)
	5
	Have you applied to study with us before?

	
	     
	
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
        No  FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	6
	OU personal identifier

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 (only required if you have already studied with the OU)

	7
	Address for correspondence

	
	     
	

	
	UK Postcode or BFPO number
	     
	

	8
	Phone numbers (including code)

	
	Day
	
	Extension
	
	Evening
	

	
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	9
	Email address
	
	Mobile

	
	     
	
	     
	

	

	
	Your study details

	10
	Courses: Please give details of the individual course or courses you’d like to study. You can find their start dates in this  prospectus or on our website at www.open.ac.uk/courses.

Qualifications: If you want to count these courses towards one of our qualifications, such as a degree, please insert the code 
in the box below. You can find the qualification codes in the prospectus or on our website at www.open.ac.uk/courses 

If you’re taking a single course or if you’re not sure which qualification(or qualifications) you want, please leave the box blank.

	
	Course title
(abbreviate if necessary)
	Course code
	Start date
	Qualification code
	Credit points (up to 120)
	

	
	Foundations in Social Work Practice 
	KYJ113
	February 2009
	   ___________
	       60
	

	
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	Total points
	60
	

	
	
	
	

	11
	If you have already studied successfully at higher-education level and want to know more about our credit transfer scheme, please tick this box.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	
	
	
	

	


	
	Other information

	
	Your answers to these questions won’t affect your chance of being offered a place, but they will help us to send you the right information and give you the right guidance and advice.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	12
	Do you have you any disability, health problem, mental health difficulty or specific learning difficulty (such as dyslexia) that might affect your studies and for which you may need extra support from us?
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    No  FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	13
	If you answered ‘yes’ to 12, we’ll send you our booklet Meeting Your Needs. If you’d like it in another format, please tick the appropriate box.
	Audio cassette    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Electronic    FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	
	
	
	

	
	


14 Please tick your highest level of education, using the following UK qualifications as a guide
01        None
No formal qualifications

02
Below GCSE or O Level 
CSE (other than grade1), GCSE (grades D to G, S/NVQ1

03
One to four GCSE or O Levels 
CSE (grade 1), GCE O Level or SCE/SQA O grade or Standard 



grade (credit level), GCSE (grades A to C), or School Cert in 1 - 4 



subjects, or SQA Intermediate 1, NVQ 2 or vocational equivalent


04
Five or more GCSE or O Levels
CSE (grade 1), GCE O Level or SCE/SQA O grade or Standard 

grade (credit level), GCSE (grades A to C), or School Cert in 5 or more subjects, or SQA Intermediate 2 or vocational equivalent

05
One A Level



    A level, Scottish Higher, Advanced GNVQ, NVQ 3, Higher School 



Cert on one subject, ONC, SQA National Cert or vocational 



equivalent

06
Two or more A Levels
A level, Scottish Higher, Advanced GNVQ, NVQ 3, Higher School 


Cert on two or more subjects, ONC, SQA National Cert or 


vocational equivalent

    
07
HNC
HNC, NCEA/HETAC National Certificate, Cert HE, SQA Advanced 




Higher or vocational equivalent


08
First degree
First degree of CNAA or university or vocational equivalent


09
Postgraduate degree
Masters or PhD, Postgraduate Diploma or Certificate or vocational 




equivalent 

10 Don’t want to say 

15 Further information

Please use this space if you’d like to tell us about your study plans or ask us any questions about preparing for studying with the OU. 


Please return this form with your other documentation to the contact details outlined in the letter.

We will protect the information you provide, in line with the Data Protection Act 1998.  We will send you full details with your course registration pack, or you can look at the prospectus or visit our website for details of our data protection policy.  







Any other information which you feel may be relevant?





Why have you applied for KYJ113 and what are your future plans in relation to your career?


















