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STATEMENT FROM PATRICIA McKEOWN, REGIONAL SECRETARY

BELFAST EDUCATION BOARD – £6.6M CUTS

Patricia McKeown said “Is there an Education Board out there with the guts to stand up the bully boy tactics of this Government?  Apparently not.

Like the South Eastern last week, the Belfast Board has done a U turn this week.  Now the school meals service, special education and other key services are back in jeopardy.

UNISON is not prepared to accept this situation.   We have spent too many years campaigning for free nutritional meals.  Belfast will now raise the price hitting some of the most disadvantaged children in Northern Ireland.   Ironically some authorities in England are moving to free meals because of fears that children might die before their parents.    Our children apparently do not count.

Our children with special needs are facing cuts in service again.  The Board says it will ‘phase in the cuts’.   This is a moral outrage.   Where is the equality impact assessment for these decisions?   Are the equality laws now in the bin?

Our members were kicked yesterday for taking strike action to defend their rights.   Last year they took strike action which forced Government to put money back into school meals and special needs across all Boards.  

We will do it again but this time we need the community on the streets with us.  If our public representatives cannot stand up for our rights then we and the public must.

Shame on Minister Angela Smith.  Shame on the entire Direct Rule administration.  Poverty and discrimination is deepening for those who most need support yet this Administration is telling us we never had it so good.

If the public representatives will not stand up for the people is there any chance the politicians we elected might?  There is no more room for excuses.  Their absence from an Assembly is betraying us all.
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